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satisfaction left in this world, but only in the hope
that I would come and relieve him by my company;
and then he pressed me violently indeed to give him
some hopes, that I would at least come up to town
and let him see me, when he would further enter
into discourse about it.

I was exceedingly surprised at the news, and be-
gan now seriously to reflect on my circumstances,
and the inexpressible misfortune it was to have a
child upon my hands ; and what to do in it I knew
not. At last I opened my case at a distance to my
governess ; I appeared melancholy for several days,
and she lay at me continually to know what
troubled me ; I could not for my life tell her that 1
had an offer of marriage, after I had so often told
her that I had a husband, so that I really knew
not what to say to her: I owned I had something
which very much troubled me, but at the same
time told her I could not speak of it to any one
alive.

She continued importuning me several days, but
it was impossible, I told her, for me to commit the
secret to anybody: this, instead of being an answer
to her, increased her importunities ; she urged her
having been trusted with the greatest secrets of this
nature, that it was her business to conceal every-
thing, and that to discover things of that nature
would be her ruin ; she asked me if ever I had
found her tattling of other people's affairs, and how
could I suspect her ? she told me, to unfold myself
to her, was telling it to nobody; that she was silent
as death, that it must be a very strange case indeed,
that she could not help me out of; but to conceal
it, was to deprive myself of all possible help, or
means of help, and to deprive her of the opportu-
nity of serving me. In short, she had such a be-
witching eloquence, and so great a power of per-